
Minutes of the 
First Meeting of the Underground Pipeline Task Force 

Matthew Training Center 
523 East Capitol 

Pierre, South Dakota 
  

August 14, 2008 
10:00 a.m. CST 

  
CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Chairman Gary Hanson called the meeting to order.  A quorum 
was present. 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Gary Hanson, Troy Styer, Daniel Holli, Dennis Davis, 
Gordon Woods, Mark Anderson, and Pete Bullene. 
  
OTHERS PRESENT:  See attached attendance sheet. 
 
INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
South Dakota One Call System  
Larry Englerth, Executive Director of South Dakota One Call presented information on the South 
Dakota One Call System.  This was a general presentation providing an overview of the One Call 
System, the purpose of the system and information and examples on how the system works.    
 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission – Pipeline Safety  
John Smith, Legal Counsel for the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) presented information on 
the PUC’s pipeline safety program.  The presentation provided an overview of the program’s 
authority, gas statistics for South Dakota, information on federal regulatory authority and a 
definition for interstate pipelines. 
  
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund  
Brian Walsh, Hydrology Specialist with DENR, provided a general overview of the federal Oil 
Pollution Liability Trust Fund, which has an estimated 2008 end of year balance of 
approximately 1 billion dollars.  In addition, Greg Buie with the U.S. Coast Guard, provided 
information to the task force on the status of the federal response fund and how it operates.   
 
South Dakota Regulated Substance Response Fund 
Kim McIntosh, Environmental Senior Scientist with DENR, provided an overview of the South 
Dakota Regulated Substance Response Fund.  The presentation included information on the 
history of the fund, the use of the fund, and the current fund status.   
  
Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
Harold Winnie, an Outreach Community Assistance & Technical Services Project Manager with 
the federal Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Central Region, provided an 
overview of PHMSA and the Office of Pipeline Safety.  The presentation included discussion on 
the jurisdiction of the Central Region and information on best practices for pipeline safety. 



 
TASK FORCE DISCUSSION 
 
Brian Walsh provided an overview of the pre-meeting packet of information briefly outlining the 
topics addressed in the draft findings report.  
 
The task force discussed issues including the federal code restrictions on state authority to 
implement safety regulations on interstate pipelines plus the cost and availability of pollution 
liability insurance.  The task force then proposed several possible recommendations for further 
consideration and directed DENR staff to prepare additional information for the next task force 
meeting. 
 
Possible Recommendations for Further Consideration 
 
The task force is considering recommending South Dakota One Call create a high profile 
designation in their database.  Facilities such as hazardous material pipelines would be 
designated as high profile facilities.  When a call ticket was processed near a high profile facility, 
the facility owner or operator would have to sign-off on the ticket before it is cleared.  In 
addition, the high profile facility owner or operator would be required to have staff present at the 
excavation site until the excavation is complete. 
 
The task force is considering recommending South Dakota One Call require mandatory damage 
reporting.  If implemented, excavators must report any damage done during an excavation to 
South Dakota One Call.   
 
The task force is considering a recommendation to expand or make mandatory that all 
municipalities and counties adopt Wellhead Protection ordinances for regulated public drinking 
water systems. 
 
The task force is considering recommending the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
attempt to acquire the liquids program for intrastate pipelines. 
 
Direction to DENR Staff 
 
Prepare all pre-meeting documents and meeting handouts for placement on DENR's 
website.  In addition, create links on the website leading to Legislative Research Council’s 
webpage and the federal pipeline laws and rules.   
 
Provide the task force with a historical budget of the South Dakota Regulated Substance 
Response Fund. 
 
Provide the task force with information on the legality of creating a bond or placing a fee on an 
interstate pipeline running through South Dakota. 
 



Investigate and provide the task force with information on the availability and cost of pollution 
liability insurance for public and private entities.  Inlcude information on current coverages for 
water and waste water systems in South Dakota. 
 
Investigate and provide the task force with information on other states’ cleanup funds or 
bonds/fees on oil transporters.  Compare methods for funding cleanups.  
 
Make available to the task force the voluntary state Wellhead Protection Law.  
 
Investigate and provide information to the task force on whether the South Dakota Regulated 
Substance Response Fund is sufficiently funded to respond to a pipeline release.  Provide to the 
task force information on how DENR responds and regulates a typical spill.   
 
Create and provide to the task force a map showing the streams that would be eligible for 
funding from the federal Oil Pollution Liability Trust Fund.   
 
Provide information to the task force on what happens when private property is contaminated 
and what options the property owner would have to recover damages.   
 
Arrange a presentation on the impacts of petroleum on plastic waterlines.  
 
Schedule the next task force meetings.  Consider the following dates for September, the 22, 29, 
and 30.  Tentatively schedule the October meeting for October 23.   
 
MEETING ADJOURNED – 3:30 pm 
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